2018 state assessment results
hold steady

Some districts, schools show greater gains

Statewide assessment results released today show gains made in
some districts and schools with local administrators crediting
a variety of supports for their students’ growth.

District and charter leaders in the schools said they used
state-provided resources such as a free digital library of
teacher-designed curricular supports as well as interim
assessments to better identify student learning gaps and
target instructional support. Many also credited strong,
systematic professional learning for educators and the use of
professional learning communities to give staff time during
the school day to discuss student learning and focus
instructional supports.

“Our educators and students worked hard to achieve these
successes,” Secretary of Education Susan Bunting said. “We’re
seeing more schools and districts using tools provided by the
state to help inform instruction and improve student learning.
We will continue supporting our teachers so that we can
collectively improve achievement levels across the state.”

Today'’s release includes results from the Smarter English
language arts (ELA) and mathematics assessments given in
grades 3 to 8 and the SAT administered in high school. Because
the state is transitioning to new science and social studies
assessments, students took field tests in those subjects this
year. Results for the state’s alternate assessment,
administered to those students with significant cognitive
disabilities, also were released.

Educators already have received their students’ scores -
Smarter results, for example, are available to teachers three
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weeks after their students complete the test — and were able
to use them to plan instruction for the remainder of the
school year. Families will receive score reports with their
children’s results via U.S. mail beginning next week. Family
guides and other resources are available on DelExcels.

For more information on state assessment results, visit the
online assessment tables and see the 2018 assessment

presentation.

Smarter Assessment (ELA/mathematics)

Overall percentages of students scoring at the proficient
level or higher statewide largely held steady from last year
with more change visible at the district and school levels.

Statewide, 54 percent of students scored a 3 or higher on the
4-scale Smarter assessment in ELA this year, compared to 54
percent in 2017 and 52 percent in 2015, the first year the
assessment was administered. In mathematics, 44 percent of
students scored at 3 or higher in 2018, compared to 45 percent
last year and 39 percent in 2015. The following chart shows
the grade-level results.

Note: While Smarter currently is tested in grades 3-8, 1in
2015, it included grade 11.
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Smarter ELA, by grades, 2015 to 2018
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Smarter math, by grades, 2015 to 2018
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The district with the highest performance overall in ELA was
Appoquinimink followed by Cape Henlopen and Caesar Rodney,



tied for second. In math, Cape Henlopen led the state followed
by Appoquinimink and Indian River, tied for second. Newark
Charter and Sussex Academy topped charter schools in the state
for ELA and math.

Laurel School District’s gains were the greatest in the state
for ELA and second greatest for math this year. ELA went from
32 percent proficient in 2015 to 41 percent in 2017 and 51
percent in 2018, a 10-percentage point increase since last
year and a 19-percentage point increase since the assessment
was first administered. In math, the percent proficient went
from 20 percent in 2015 to 38 percent in 2017 and 42 percent
in 2018.

“First and foremost, we credit our successes to our diligent
and dedicated instructors, who worked collaboratively 1in
school data teams analyzing student performance to foster a
continuous improvement model throughout our schools,” Laurel
Superintendent Shawn Larrimore said, Ed.D. “Paramount to this
cycle of continuous improvement was the implementation of
several key areas of focus, including a highly-personalized
blended (Response to Intervention) model for all
students; consistent student exposure to, and deep analysis
of, the Smarter Interim Assessments; and the integration of
the Smarter Digital Library Playlists into our daily
instructional routine. Additionally, the district has
continued to provide individualized content area coaching for
all instructional staff through university partnerships and
internal instructional coaches to continuously improve
planning, instructional delivery, and professional learning
communities collaboration.”

In fact, North Laurel Elementary had the greatest gains of any
building in the state in ELA last year and was in the Top 10
for math.

In this video, Laurel district and school educators talk about
the positive impact state-provided Smarter instructional
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supports had on their students’ learning.

“Usually after we take the interim assessments, we can find
out the areas of need,” fourth grade ELA teacher Jamie
Pastusak said. “And then we can go into the digital library
and usually through a collaborative group during PLC time or
maybe even during our teaching teams, we are able to find
lessons that we can pinpoint exactly how to best meet the
needs of those students.”

Fourth grade special education teacher Kati Hartstein also
praised the resources.

“The level of information that we get from the interim
assessments is extremely informative. We know specifically
which students are struggling in which areas and then we can
go to the digital library and find lessons and resources for
that specific topic,” she said.

In math, the district with the strongest gains this year was
Seaford, showing districtwide increase of about 5 percentage
points, bringing its overall proficiency to 46 percent.
Seaford also was second highest in the state in ELA gains, up
4 percentage points since last year (50 to 54 percent).

Seaford’s Douglass Elementary had the strongest math gains of
any school in the state: a nearly l4-percentage point increase
over last year (47 percent proficient in 2017 compared to 61
percent in 2018).

“We are excited about the continuing progress our students are
making,” Seaford Superintendent David Perrington said. “This
type of progress is made possible through the efforts of
many. The Seaford School District is fortunate to have strong
and committed building leadership that believes all students
will be successful. We have teachers and staff that believe
they can make a difference and they do so each day with our
students. The district has provided an environment where high
quality curriculum resources and meaningful professional



development is available and implemented with data driven
focus. Our schools have become places of learning that provide
enriching experiences for every student.”

Many buildings across the state have their own success
stories.

Capital School District’s Towne Point Elementary and Fairview
Elementary both were in the Top 10 schools with growth for
math, making double-digit gains.

Capital Supervisor of Elementary Instruction Pam Herrera said
Capital used system-wide professional learning for school-
level teams focused on specific strategies and classroom
application of the academic standards based on needs
identified at the school level.

“As a part of Capital’s feedback cycle, teams for both ELA and
math engaged in (professional 1learning communities) and
school-based meetings, grade-level coaching cycles with
instructional coaches, opportunities for peer-to-peer
classroom visitations (both within the school and across the
district to other district schools), and sharing of evidence
to ‘showcase’ their work by creating a virtual album that was
shared across schools,” Herrera said, adding some elementary
schools “focused on small group instruction in math and the
coordination of services for small group support and
intervention/enrichment support.”

Herrera also credited strategies for increasing rigor and
providing more opportunities during math instruction for
mathematical thinking and problem solving and bringing student
tasks to professional learning communities for helping guide
schools to focus on identifying specific student needs related
to standards and to plan collaboratively to better meet
student needs.

Likewise, in ELA, there was a strategic focus on developing
strategies for teaching academic vocabulary to enable students



to master crucial concepts and gain a more in-depth
understanding of new vocabulary and complex texts, Herrera
said, adding that schools focused on the outcomes of
understanding text and the indicators of deeper comprehension.
The use of craft lessons for writing, particularly mentor
sentences, were used to serve as examples to help students
identify different elements of writing including structure and
style, she said.

In the coming weeks, the state will be taking a closer look at
the results to identify strong gains and setbacks in subgroup
performance to better understand the changes reflected in the
overall scores. The department will look at performance based
on socioeconomic status and racial demographics as well as for
students with disabilities and those who are identified as
English learners.

Full district-, charter- and school-level results are
avalilable here.
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In SAT, the state’s accountability test for high school,
overall state proficiency in the SAT evidence-based reading
and writing (ERW) assessment was 50 percent this year — a 3-
percentage point decrease. In math, 28 percent of students
demonstrated proficiency this year compared to 29 percent in
2017.

It is important to note that today’s score release is distinct
from the College Board release in September. In that annual
release, the College Board, which administers the SAT, reports
on graduating class data. Today'’'s release by the state
reflects the scores of the incoming Class of 2019.

Three charter schools topped the state in ERW and math scores:
Charter School of Wilmington, Newark Charter and Sussex
Academy. The top-ranking district high schools for both
subjects were magnet schools in Red Clay Consolidated School



District: Cab Calloway School of the Arts and Conrad Schools
of Science.
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This year the state launched a new alternate assessment for
students with severe cognitive disabilities thus no
comparative data 1s provided for prior years.

In ELA, scores ranged from 12 percentage of students scoring

at the proficient level in 3™ grade to a high of 42 percent in
eighth grade. In math, the scores ranged from a low of 8
percent in seventh grade to a high of 30 percent in fourth
grade. Science was assessed in grades 5, 8 and 10 with 12, 23
and 21 percent of students scoring at the proficient level in
each grade, respectively.

More about state-provided resources

» The Smarter Digital Library is a free online resource
available to Delaware educators. The library currently
houses more than 3,000 instructional resources and
professional learning materials aligned to the Delaware
academic standards. These resources are created by
teachers for teachers and are designed to improve
instruction and advance student learning throughout the
school year.

» The Digital Library also offers interim assessments.
Interim assessments support teachers by helping them
determine where students are in their learning as well
as 1if they need additional instruction or can move onto
more challenging work.

- Khan Academy provides Delaware students with free
personalized SAT prep based on their PSAT results.
Students can access full-length practice tests, study
tips, problem-solving videos and more to support
specific learning areas of need. The online platform
allows students to receive instant feedback and monitor
their progress from both school and home while preparing
for the SAT.
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